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What Is Ramadan?

Praise be to Allaah.. Ramadan is one of the twelve Arabic months. It is a month which is
venerated in the Islamic religion, and it is distinguished from the other months by a number

of characteristics and virtues, including the following:

1 — Allaah has made fasting this month the fourth pillar
of Islam.

2 —Allaahrevealed the Qur’aan in this month.

3 — Allaah has made Laylat al-Qadr in this month,
which is better than a thousand months.

4 — Allaah has made fasting Ramadan and spending its
nights in prayer out of faith and in the hope of reward a
means of forgiveness of sins.

5 — In this month, Allaah opens the gates of Paradise &
closes the gates of Hell, and chains up the devils.

6 — Every night Allaah has people whom He redeems
from the Fire.

7 — Fasting Ramadan is a means of expiation for the
sins committed since the previous Ramadan, so long as

one avoids major sins.

8 — Fasting in Ramadan is equivalent to fasting ten
months.

9 — Whoever prays giyaam in Ramadan with the imam
until he finishes, it will be recorded for him that he
spent the whole night in prayer.

10— Umrah in Ramadan is equivalent to Hajj.

11 — It is Sunnah to observe i’tikaaf (retreat for the
purpose of worship) in Ramadan.

12 — It is mustahabb in the sense of being strongly
recommended in Ramadan to study the Qur’aan
together and to read ita greatdeal.

13 — It is mustahabb in Ramadan to offer iftaar to those
who are fasting even if it comes to dates & water.
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Islamic Center of San Antonio

February 17, 2026

Dear School Administrator/Attendance Office,

The Islamic Center of San Antonio would like to inform you that the holy month of Ramadan
is expected to begin on February 18, 2026. During this month, Muslims are religiously
obligated to fast daily from dawn until sunset, refraining from food, drink, and other physical
needs.

In light of this observance, the Islamic Center of San Antonio respectfully requests
reasonable accommodations for Muslim students during this period. Specifically, we kindly
ask that students be excused from physically strenuous activities, including demanding
physical education classes, and be permitted to rest or leave school early if they experience
fatigue related to fasting.

Additionally, Muslim students may request excused absences for the two major Islamic
holidays, Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha, which are anticipated to fall on March 20, 2026, and
May 26/27, 2026, respectively.

Students may also request time each Friday to attend the obligatory weekly congregational
prayer (Jumu'ah), typically held between 12:30 PM and 2:30 PM. We respectfully ask that
students be permitted to leave and return to school during this time.

Y our understanding and consideration of these religious accommodations are sincerely
appreciated. If you have any questions or require further clarification, please do not hesitate
to contact us at 210-614-0989.

Respectfully,

ICSA Administration

8638 Fairhaven St.e San Antonio, Texas 78229 eTel. 210-614-0989 # Fax 210-614-2281
Email: admin@icsaonline.org swww.icsaonline.org #ICSA is an IRS-Approved 501 (¢) (3)non-profit organization




